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SPARK GAP 


(On Our MARC: 


‘Happy Valentine's Day! 
Please mark your calesar for March S*, 2020, re have 2 date for Jonson Coxmty Stortn Spotier 
Weather Irining It wll start at 6:30pm and wil be held at the Johnson County Sheniff's Department 
“raining Facility located at 1051 Hospital Road, Franklin, IN. Please take the deve ffom the Shen's 
Department parang lot tothe east ofthe rl, dive through the gates and tae the fst lef that wl lead 
to the patking lot forthe taining facility. The etrance tothe bulding is on the south sce. 


‘you weren't st the Fauuary meeting. you missed a great presentation given by Dave Spoetsts, NOK, 
{hou the Indianapolis Radio Club. He spoke abou! wt asteana fo use and bow 1 Use tt coatact the 
Tnernational Space Station and he Various OSCAR type sateliies, [you would ike to ave the power 
‘point presentation that he used, please speak with Brace ashe has received copies oft fom Dave 


“Mark you calendar forthe following meeting as we have speakers for March, April and May meetings 
‘The March meeting will be Jim Rinehart, KORU. He will ete a presentation on test equipment for 
‘your shack The Anni speaker wil be our ovm Bob Jones, KCONIM, He willbe spealang about any 
‘nev informacion fom the Storm Spotter Training mentioned above. May will be our own Mike Turner, 
[NVGL, talking more sbout astenaas that he, hinvelf, bas seen or ed. More ike part vo ofthe Sst 
part he did ost 


‘Were sil locking fox peuple to jin the PIO Team. interested, please get with one ofthe officers. 


‘With the New Year, Club dues are due. Pease se Chris Mazzarella, KCSVGQ, about geting your dues 
‘custent for 2020 


See you Saturday andthe coffee will be on. 


Jacki-KleQoG 
Present 


gitApry Q 
LBIRTHDAY 


Birthdays for the month of February: 


KODY- Sieve Cormeen 
NDC. Sieve Curtis 
NISIU- Bob LaGrange 
EDOLVS - Douglas Loy 
WRITSW Toby Monk 
W300 - Chris Read 
ASTER -Ron Schuer, 


‘WINTER FIELD DAY 2020 


MARC paticipated in Winter Feld Day forthe fst time on Saturday and Sunday, January 25 and 26 
‘Sar club:members made contacts wth other participating bam from across the US, Canada and DX. 
‘areas, Valid conractsrequited an exchange of information that included call sign, the aumber af adios 
‘sed on diffrent fequencies or modes and the ARR section (iudiana) 


Winter Fictd Day is similar tothe ARRL Field Day ed in Fone of each year. However, Winter Feld 
Day's sponsored by an independent group Inown as the Winter Field Day Association 

(WEDA), WEDA hrs held this event over the lst several ears withthe goal of promoting emergency 
‘communication daring les fvorable winter conditions. While many participates do operate outside 
(qiven bom: point). door operation i permitted. We operated this he from the club advo room. 


MARC participants made a little more than 200 contacts during the 24 how contest period. Frequently 
‘our WOMID CQ calls resulted ina pile-up of several responding hams fom all across the US and 
(Canada Our club will be submiing its log to WEDA. While we ae not likely to win aay auc 2 fn 
time was had by all who participated with the promise of even more contacts next year 


Braxe—KOICP 


Toby = WBSTSIF busy 


Winter Field Day 2020 conte 


‘EOICP- Brace making contacte 


‘Mike's daughter has the power in her hand. ‘Wilson KDSFBC and the rest of the gang. 


‘COVGQ — Chris making a contact 


sum Pictures by Chris -KQ0V and Bruce -KOICP 


Not all MARC members enjoyed the comfort of a cozy Franklin 
radio room for Winter Field Day. 


Steve Carmean, KDDY and I decided to brave the elements and set up 
‘our Winter FD camp inthe Florida Evergiades 

‘After lathenng up wth tropical suntan lotion we set up on adsacent 
picaie tables in the Big Cypress National Preserve in the Evergiades of 
southwest Florida. Operating temp was 75 degrees 


After getting permission from the pack rangers we erected tro vertical 
‘antennas in aa area know for curous alligators, bids and 2 
‘occasional bear or panther. We felt the power of to HF rigs would 


‘help keep up safe. 
Steve worked 40 meters CW on his Ten-Tex Scout while T worked two dazen side-hand contacts on 
‘eters using a Yaesu FT-991. Oursigs were powered by deep cycle battenes. To sietch the battery 
‘power through the aNemnocn QSO"s we fined our power to 50 wats 


(Our Laptop computers, used for logging lasted nail 
‘wrapping up out afternoon Field Day exercise We 
run the operation just before sunset. Good thing. It 
very dark inthe swamp and according to park rangers 
bears and panthers stat locking for food after sant. 
Tau & 
Photos-w8ish 


(Abigerow 
coming OQ 
i cae 
Jack and Steve 
Inch aearbs) 


‘Amateur Radio Satelites 
Beginners 
oats Na 


‘Ham Radio Satellite Communication 


‘Our speaker for our Jzaunry meeting was Dave Sparlosa, NOK and he shared his knowledge about 
satelie comamaication. Dave had a very good presentation of how you can use the many amateur 
sadio satellites that ae in obit around the earth. Tras priced hos’ simple it was to make a contact 
and thatthe HT dual band radio you already have can be used. The anteanas wed are somewhat 
specialized to get your radio sional through the earths atmosphere and make a good contact with the 
satellites. The are many websites that Lave information oa tacking the satelite and equipment. Dave 
also mentioned about smart phone apps that are available that can fet you know when they are 
‘ovethead. Once you have established contact with the satellite they are there nly for afew minutes 
before they are out of range Dave did put emphasis thatthe equipment is not costly for most amateurs 
and if you have a ual band HTT you ae half way to using the extelistes. You can even use along range 
“HT anfenna with some gain oa your signal and make a satelite comet. It does sound like fon and 
ook forward to trying tis spect of our hobby myself, when the weather gets abit warmer. 


Bob, NDSTU Piomnec by Cie DST 


MY WIFE SAID IT WAS HER OR MY 


NEWS from ARRL: 


‘55 OST @ ARL SARLBO03 
‘ARLBQO ARF o Argus for Continued Access to 3-GHe Spocinam ms FOC 
te Comment Deecines 


zezc As03 
st ee wiaw 

‘ARR Buletn 2 ARLADDS 
From ARR Headgquators 
‘Newngton CT January 24, 2020 
‘Teal rad amctoure 


SB OSTARLARLADOS 
‘BRLSONS ARR o Argue fr Contnue cess to 3.GH2 Speci a FCC 
‘Set Comment Deedines 


‘Aite January mootin, the ARFL Beard of Doctors intuctod tho 
‘League's FCC eouneel to prepare a aveng responce fo protect amaicur 
taecess lb spectum fe 3 Gris ange. ks Notee of Proposed 
Remaking (NPRM) in WT Dodket 18-3, ne FCC proposed to retcate 


In the same band. Pubfeaton of the NPRM inthe Federal eit on 


Janiaty 22 esialshed deadines of February 21 for comments id 
‘are 25 forreiy comments. 


‘he FOC has requested comment on he uses rade amateurs make ofthe 
‘2pacinum and appropiate relocation opsone. Compleatng matore 

the fact ht rato amateura mast conser the posesity fat he 
Iinmedateyadiacant 3.12.9 Gz band ig incuced inthe specinen 
that Congress fs weritfied ier simfar stay FCC Commissioner 
‘Mice! OTe, n Decne sane, erento Me at Tat 

{he lower band may alse be considered tr nonfeceral felceston, 
potently imag reecaton poasbunes 


“Amateure make subetantil use of he 2.9-2.5 Giz ban that nou 
‘behav torepleats elscaer, and trey have fled more than 160 
Counenis before the designated commer per oven began. Among 
{Users looking a options are tose who use tis specu ox 
Earn-Moon Earn (mosnouce)commuricaton, mesh N=Nwons, 
‘Soperments WF communication overlong stances, adiospar, ard 
famatourtoevaion. A porten of tho band alo je dosigratod for uae 
‘by amateur ates ITU Regione 2and 3 (he Americas and 
AsiaPac 


- eports due by Match 23 om ihe Neti Tecommunicstons and 


RRL uiges amateurs who comnest o form te FEC about te uses 
they wake efthe 3 Gri spacrum Short comments and iraer 
statements may be Sled electoricaly Vist ne FCO Hom to 
Comment on FCC Frozeedings" pace for mors intrmation. Comments 
‘srouid ference WT Cocke! 1940 


“The how-to comment page ean be found 


[ARAL Cental Dison 
Director Kermit Carlson, WOXA 
iri@artorg 


Something 10 keen you warm on a cok! winter night 
“What's your 
Favorite band?” 


“Seventeen 


HAPPY VALENTINES DAY 


UP— COMING ACTIVITIES AND HAMFESTS: 


02/15/2020 ~ 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Johnson County REMC. 
‘Johnson County REMC. 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
(02/28/2020 — Laporte Hamfest—Laporte, IN 

21/2020 — 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Jolmson County REMC. 
‘Johuson County REMC: 750 Taternational Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
0/18/2020 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Jonson County REMC. 
Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
05/16/2020 — 0800 MARC Monthly meeting at the Jonson County REMC. 
Johnson County REMC 750 International Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 
(00/20/2020 — East Central Indiana Hamnfest - Randolph County Fairground: 


If you woulé like to be part of Johnson County ARES please contact Bob LaGrange 
‘N9SIU@YAHOO.COM 


TIME TO PAY YOUR M.A.R.C. DUES FOR 2020 
SEE CHRIS - KC9VQG AT THE MEETING SATURDAY 


Marc 


MID-SATE AMATEUR RADIO CLUI 


‘The Mid State Amateur Radio Club mccts he THIRD SATURDAY of cach month 
atthe Jolinsou County REMC 750 Taternadonal Drive Franklin, IN 46131. 


‘See our website, wors:midstatchams.org, for maps on how to get to our meeting. 
“Everyone ie welcome; you donot have to bea FLAM to attend our meetings er a member of the cub. 


‘WOMID Repeater: Chub OMtcers: 
President: Jachi Frederick —KI6QOG- 

sss ‘Vice President: Brace Tisdale - KSICP 

146235 Miz ‘Secretary: Chris Read -W90Q 

(51.42 PL Tone) ‘Tremrer: Chris Marrarella~ KCSVGQ. 
[Repeater Trustee - Chris Federici. KQOY 

WOMED Repeater: 

anes 

448505 Mis 

(QS1.4 Fe PL Tone) 


‘Weekly Net: Sunday evening 7:00 PM_ARES/RACES members and ALL RADIO AMATEURS 
146 838/146 285 Miz (181.4 Hz PL Tone) 


‘The Offical Newsleter ofthe Mid-State Amateur Radio Club 
0. Bor 836 
‘Frankdin, Indiana 
45131 
‘Spark Gap Editor: Rebert LaGrange NSSIU 


Please send your articles to my email Scns. com wo later than the nd wk of the mont, 


Special thanks t Johnsen County REMC forthe us of tht community room for meetings and tetng. 


